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1. The sinner experienced                                and a                                          . 
John 8:10-11 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither 
do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 
 

Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

I Corinthians 6:9-11  Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 10 nor thieves nor 
the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 

Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free 
from the law of sin and death. (RSV) 
 
 

2. The religious people experienced                             and                              . 
John 8:7, 9 When they kept on questioning Him, He straightened up and 
said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a 
stone at her.” …  9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, 
the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still 
standing there. 
 

Matthew 7:1-5 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same 
way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you. 
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay 
no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a 
plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 
brother’s eye. 
Matthew 23:27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the 
outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything 
unclean. (See Matthew 23:13-39) 
 

Acts 15:5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the 
Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and 
required to keep the law of Moses.” 

 
 



3. Jesus                                ,                                      and                                      . 
John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him. 
 

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 

Luke 23:24 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 
 

Romans 8:34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who 
died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God 
and is also interceding for us. 
 
John 14:12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I 
have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I 
am going to the Father. 
 

Colossians 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you 
has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
 

Matthew 18:18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 

John 20:21-23 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has 
sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are 
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
 

John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

Galatians 6:1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who 
live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, 
or you also may be tempted. 
 

James 5:19-29 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the 
truth and someone should bring that person back, 20 remember this: 
Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from 
death and cover over a multitude of sins. 
 

4. The missing man                                                    . 
I John 1:8-9 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Psalm 32:3-6 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my 
groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me; 
my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. 5 Then I acknowledged 
my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
6 Therefore let all the faithful pray to you while you may be found; surely 
the rising of the mighty waters will not reach them. 
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 Have you ever been caught red handed? Dead to rights? 

 
 

1. The sinner experienced grace and a new life. 
 Shame 
 She wasn't even dressed for the occasion.  
 Put yourself in the woman’s position. What if that had 
been you? 

 Imagine being dragged before the church and having all your 
junk made public.  

 Some of you have confessed deep things to me. I have 
cherished those and prayed with you and for you. Some of 
you may not know how often I still pray for you. Others have 
confided in Elders or small groups or prayer ministers. How 
beautiful, but suppose we turned around and said, "Let me 
tell you about that vile person." 

 Fear for her life.  
  Fear of hell 
  Surely she would be in hell in moments.  
 The woman had an intimate moment with Jesus.  

John 8:10-11 Jesus straightened up and asked her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn 
you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of 
sin.” 

 

Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. 
 The sinner experienced grace. 

 
 But that isn’t all. She also experienced a new life! 

“Go now and leave your life of sin.” 
 God loves you as you are  



  And God loves you too much to let you stay that way. 
I Corinthians 6:9-11 Or do you not know that wrongdoers 
will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor 
adulterers (like the woman in this story) nor men who have 
sex with men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. 
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God. 

 

 But HOW do we leave our life of sin? 
 We’ve been talking the last two Sundays about how it is 

possible to “leave your life of sin.” 
Romans 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has set me free from the law of sin and death. (RSV) 
 This would have been her testimony.  
 In a way, it’s the testimony of every Christian. 
 “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound … I once was lost … 

 

2. The religious people experienced frustration and 
conviction. 

John 8:7, 9 When they kept on questioning Him, He 
straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you 
who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 
…  9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a 
time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with 
the woman still standing there. 
 

Matthew 7:1-5 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 
2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you. 
3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 
brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your 



own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there 
is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take 
the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see 
clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
 They knew how important it was to keep the Law. Exile etc.  
 Deuteronomy 22:22 If a man is found sleeping with 

another man’s wife, both the man who slept with 
her and the woman must die. You must purge the 
evil from Israel. (Cf. Leviticus 20:10) 

 We tend to pick the sins we want to prosecute.  
 And in prosecuting the sin, we forget mercy for the sinner. 

 

 Someone once said preaching should comfort the afflicted 
and afflict the comfortable.   

 I think when God’s Word creates reality, those two things 
happen. 

 That’s what Jesus did in this story. 
 

 The religious people were out to get Jesus more than they 
were out to get the woman. 

  Jesus can mess up your religion big time! 
  Religious people want to force Jesus into their mold, or do 

away with Him.  
 Sometimes you and I can be like the Pharisees and teachers 

of the law. 
 Sometimes we stop walking with Jesus and become merely 

religious. 
 Religimortis sets in.  
  

Matthew 23:27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and 
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the 
inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything 
unclean. (See Matthew 23:13-39) 
 



 By the way, note that some Pharisees became believers! 
Acts 15:5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the 
party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles 
must be circumcised and required to keep the law of 
Moses.” 

 So when you and I fall into the deadly trap of religion – when 
we catch ourselves with superior, judgmental attitudes – we 
can repent. 

 We can renounce religious attitudes and start walking with 
Jesus again.  

 And as we walk with Him, His Spirit makes us more like 
Him! 

 

3. Jesus loved, forgave and restored. 
John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 The religious people wanted to punish. Jesus wants to 
restore! 
 

Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.” 
 

Luke 23:24 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his 
clothes by casting lots. 
 

Romans 8:34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. 
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised 
to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. 
 Gospel 

 
 So we, like Jesus, are to love, forgive and restore. 

John 14:12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me 
will do the works I have been doing, and they will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to 
the Father. 
 



Forgive like Jesus 
Colossians 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
 

Matthew 18:18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
 

John 20:21-23 21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As 
the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with 
that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are 
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.” 
 We need the work of the Holy Spirit in us and upon us to do 

what Jesus does. 
 

Love like Jesus. 
John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

Restore like Jesus. 
Galatians 6:1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in 
a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that 
person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may 
be tempted. 
 

James 5:19-29 My brothers and sisters, if one of you 
should wander from the truth and someone should 
bring that person back, 20 remember this: Whoever 
turns a sinner from the error of their way will save 
them from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 
 Matthew 7:5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of 

your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 



4. The missing man missed out. 
I John 1:8-9 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Psalm 32:3-6 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night 
your hand was heavy on me; my strength was 
sapped as in the heat of summer. 5 Then I acknowledged 
my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, 
“I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you 
forgave the guilt of my sin. 6 Therefore let all the 
faithful pray to you while you may be found; surely the 
rising of the mighty waters will not reach them. 
 

 Maybe you know someone who has never stood guilty before 
Jesus. 

 Maybe you know someone who has never had that intimate 
moment with Christ when He said, “I don’t condemn you 
either. Go and leave your life of sin.” 

 Maybe you are that person. 
 Look at me. Hear these words of Jesus to you. 


